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clear to the persons whose interests are concerned. Upon the recog- 
nition of this fact was based the now almost forgotten scheme to found 
a great Syrio-Jewish colony in old Gilead and Moab. An area of 
600,000 hektors, at present inhabited by nomadic Bedouins, was to be 
the territory of this new Jewish kingdom. At its head was to stand a 
a prince of Jewish race, but he was nevertheless to be under the suprem- 
acy of the Turkish government. The entire plan was laid before the 
Sultan by the English embassy, and no decided opposition was en- 
countered. The initiatory steps toward compassing the financial part 
of the undertaking were successful. The scheme involved the con- 
struction of two railroads, — one from Joppa to Jerusalem, the other 
from Haifa to the country beyond Jordan ; and of a canal from the 
Mediterranean to the Gulf of Akabat. The leading spirit in this 
enterprise, which, as appears, aimed at financial rather than religious 
objects, is reputed to have been a well known English diplomat. 



NOTES FROM ABROAD. 

By Rev. John P. Peters, Ph. D. 



M. Halevy has recently suggested an explanation of TpDJ, the 
name of the Assyrian idol in whose temple Sanherib was murdered by 
his sons, so plausible as to appear almost self-evident when once sug- 
gested. It is known from the inscriptions that a favorite god of San- 
herib was Nnsuku. M. Halevy's suggestion is that T]")DJ (2 K. XIX. , 
37, and Is. xxxvil., 38) is a clerical error for TTTDJ- 

There are to be two new instructors in Old Testament theology at 
Leipzig next semester, of whom one will be Dr. Wilh. Lotz, author of 
the valuable little work entitled Die Inschriften Tiglathpilesers I. His 
Habilitations-Schrift (thesis presented when he qualifies as instructor) 
is on the Sabbath, as to the origin of which in Babylonia he offers a 
very ingenious, if doubtful, explanation. The primary meaning of the 
root (Heb. Shabhqth, Arab. Sabatd) is cut off. The ancient Babylonian 
method of reckoning, derived from the non-Semitic, antecedent races, as 
was also the observance of the Sabbath itself, was by sixes. Business 
engagements were accordingly entered into for six days as the natural 
unit, and so a time-reckoning of six business days became established. 
That which separated one six days from another was the day of cutting 
off, or the sabbath, which was hence established as the day of complete 
res t — the day on which the king "shall not eat flesh cooked with fire. 
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shall not change his garments, * * * '"' shall not pour out a drink- 
offering; * * * * the priest shall not give oracles in secret places; 
the magician shall not lay his hand on any sick man, &c." 

A valuable addition to Baer's Old Testament texts recently made 

is Libri Danielis, Ezrce, et Nehemice cum prcefatione Francisci De- 

litzsch, ct glossis Babylonicis Friederici Delitzsch, from the press of 
Tauchnitz. There are also a large number of valuable appendices criti- 
c<z et masoreticce, and a synopsis of the grammar of Biblical Aramaic. 
The following are examples of explanations, from the Babylonian, of 
the curious and puzzling names and forms appearing in the three books 
mentioned : TVTIC' is Sudur-Aku, command of (the god) Aku; 1J|J"15j^' 
is Abad Nabn, servant of Ncbo; *"1¥7?? (explained in the 8th edition 
of Gesenius from the Persian mel, wine, and cara, head, hence master 
of the wine, butler) is massaru, prefect, the double letter of the Baby- 
lonian being resolved in the Hebrew into T7- This valuable little 
work costs in Germany somewhat less than 40 cts. 

Among other missionary associations of students at the University 
of Leipzig is an Institutum Judaicum, for the conversion of the Jews. 
As a means towards attaining the desired end the members, about 30 
in number, seek to familiarize themselves with Jewish doctrines and 
modes of thought, and Prof. Franz Delitzsch, under whose patronage 
the Institutum was started two years since, kindly devotes an hour 
each week to the interpretation with the members of some Jewish 
work. This semester it is the Mishna tractate on the feast of taber- 
nacles with Bertinoro's (rabbinic) commentary. Similar societies exist 
at Halle and Erlangen. 

Jahrbuecher fuer protestantische Theologie, first number for 1883, 
contains an article from Prof. A. Merx, of Heidelberg, on the value of 
the LXX for Old Testament text criticism. The article is a very se- 
vere criticism of Smend's new (2nd) edition of Hitzig's commentary on 
Ezekiel. Merx complains that Smend has totally disregarded the 
LXX as a means of amending the numerous corruptions in the Hebrew 
text of Ezekiel, and has thus changed Hitzig's work of 1847 for the 
worse. He insists strongly on the importance of comparing the LXX 
as an independent source with the massoretic Hebrew text. 

A fourth edition of A. Dillmann's Commentary on Genesis has ap- 
peared (Hirzel, Leipzig, 1882). It is the nth number in the series of 
Kurzgefasste Exeget. Hand-buecher. The first two editions, 1852 and 
i860, were by Knobel. The third edition, 1875, like the present, by 
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Dillmann of Berlin. The whole work has been carefully revised, but the 
changes are especially numerous in the first eleven chapters. Notice 
has been taken particularly of the Wellhausen criticism, and of the 
Assyriological and archaeological work of Schrader, Frdr. Delitzsch, 
Lenormant, and Halevy. There is also a more careful and thorough 
separation of the documents of which Genesis is composed. The critical 
and archaeological amendments are numerous, but from a theological 
point of view the changes are insignificant. Prof. Dillmann main- 
tains his former views with reference to the connection and priority of 
the various documents of the Pentateuch, while the in general more 
conservative Delitzsch has in this particular gone over to the Well- 
hausen school. Dillmann designates these documents as A, B, C, D, and 
holds this to be their chronological order, also that A and B are more 
closely connected than B and C, the latter belonging rather with D. 
The Wellhausen school holds that O (the priest codex, according to 
some P), the A of Dillmann (ist chap, of Gen., etc.) is the latest in date, 
being exilic or post-exilic. According to them the Deuteronomist (D 
of Dillmann) is the oldest, after which come the Elohist (B) and Jah- 
vist (C), these two again having been separately worked together. 
This Dillmann has elsewhere described as ' a standing of things on 
their heads.' 

In his fourth edition, Prof. Dillmann has been able to consult the 
proof-sheets of Prof. Schrader's new edition of Kcilinschriftcn unci 
das A He Testament. The last named work has just appeared as wc 
write. It will be noticed more fully next month. 

A former pupil of Dr. Schrader, Dr. Fritz Hommel, Privat-Docent 
at Munich, has published a book entitled : Die Vorsemitisciicn Kultur- 
cn in Aegypten unci Babylonien (Otto Schulzc, Leipzig, 1883). This is 
Vol. I. 3 of an encyclopaedic work projected by the author on "The 
Semitic peoples and languages, as a first attempt at an encyclopaedia 
of Semitic philology and archaeology." The author is able, but he 
writes too much. One natural consequence is hasty statements, which 
must afterwards be retracted. In Vol. I. 1 of this series (Die Semite/- 
unci iitre Bcdeutung fucr die Kulturgescliichte) he denied the ethno- 
graphical value of the 10th chap, of Genesis. In the present work, 
under the influence of Prof. Frdr. Delitzsch's Wo lag das Parodies? he 
retracts this, and makes very considerable use of that chapter, adopt- 
ing, with one important exception, Wellhausen' s division. Wellhausen 
divides as follows : O; vs. 1, 2—5, 6, 7, 20, 22, 23, 31, 32 ; Jahvist — 
,S — 18, 21, 25 — 30; R. (Reviser), 24. Hommel denies the Jahvistic 
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character of 8 — 12, removes them from the 10th chapter entirely, 
and places them after XI, 1 — 9. An example of unsafe transformation 
of hypothesis into indubitable fact is the statement that the genealogy 
of the Phoenician characters can be traced with certainty to the hie- 
ratic form of the Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

Increased knowledge gives increased importance to the pre-Semitic 
culture of Babylonia. La Couperie and his school of Sinologists 
maintain the derivation of Chinese culture and Chinese writing from 
that source, and some Assyriologists ascribe the history of the creation 
and the flood in Genesis, astronomical and scientific terms, weights, 
measures, and the like, to the same origin. Under these circumstan- 
ces great interest cannot but be felt in anything calculated to throw light 
on that ancient civilization, the people who developed it, the language 
they spoke, etc. The best known authority on the subject of the lan- 
guage is Dr. Paul Haupt, Privat-Doccut at Goettingen. Before this 
reaches the Student a small book will have appeared from his pen on 
the Sumerian-Akkadian language, a somewhat enlarged form of a 
paper read by him before the Oriental Congress in Berlin in 1881, and 
published in the proceedings of that body. Unfortunately the work is 
disfigured by 30 pages of polemics against Dr. Hommel, who disputes 
with Haupt the priority of the discovery of two dialects, Sumerian, or 
southern, and Akkadian, or northern, in the pre-Semitic Babylonian. 

The Semitic Assyrian and Babylonian, is every day advancing 
towards such a state of codification by means of grammars and dic- 
tionaries that it must soon be fully available for purposes of compara- 
tive etymology. The last number of the Proceedings of the Society of 
Biblical Archceology in England, contains an introductory paper on 
Assyrian grammar, the first of a series, by T. G. Pinches. About 
Easter of 1883, an Assyrian grammar, by Haupt, is expected. There is 
now appearing in Leipzig a dictionary or glossary to the II. and IV. 
vols, of Rawlinson's Inscriptions, by Dr. J. N. Strassmaier, of the So- 
ciety of Jesus. At Easter, Prof. Frdr. Delitzsch will go to London to 
work on his Assyrian dictionary, which must not be expected to 
appear, however, for a couple of years. 



